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Closer to home, this month of July
has been one buzzing with activity
for us students. 

I still remember, as clearly as if it were yesterday,
my first reaction upon being taken to the Little
Hearts Centre as part of the Seva Week activities. I
had heard and read about the challenges of
healing mental health patients before; but seeing
is believing, they say, and I can now add
understanding to that. Suffice it to say my
reaction was one of confusion, shock and distaste
bordering on disgust. I remember thinking, “How
could anyone ever heal these people?”

The answer, as Vaidehi Murarka of Grade 12 writes
in her piece on the unequal access to mental
health care, is vociferous and arises from
unexpected quarters. Murarka’s account of the
voices that present the sole beacon of hope to
those from under-privileged communities who
face mental health issues, is both instructive and
inspiring. 

From mental health heroes, we come to another
category of healers - those who bandage the
widening rift between man and nature. Valmik
Thapar was one such sentinel of the wild, a
passionate conservationist who dedicated his
entire life to saving Bharat’s tigers. He left us on
31st May, aged 73. The poetic eulogy penned by
Aniruddha Koganti of Grade 11 is a solemn hat tip
to the great man himself.

Closer to home, this month of July has also been
one buzzing with activity for us students. With
MUN, TEDx, Science Expo, and inter-school
sporting events following hard on each other's
heels, there was hardly a pause to even breathe.
Reporting on two such events are Dhruvik Agarwal
and Arnav Jain of Grade 12.

Another article that readers will surely appreciate
is Aayush Sreenath’s (11) fine commentary on the
decline of Bollywood. In it, he artfully presents a
bird's eye view of what Bollywood was and what it
has become: an adda of complacent mediocrity,
replete with overused tropes, and sustained by
free-flowing money. Yet, the most important
question, as Sreenath aptly poses, is whether
Bollywood can recover its former genius. After all,
anything and anybody can mend their ways. Just
like my reaction when I was taken to the Naveen
Rehab and De-Addiction Centre for another Seva
activity. I still remember swallowing my pride and
asking, “Hello, how are you today?”

EDITOR
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HIS STORY OF ITIHAAS
The history textbooks teach us what is history. 

But who wrote the textbooks?
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Most books tell stories with words alone. But
Pudhu Mandapam tells tales through
profound silence, moving emotion, and
captivating photographs; it draws you in
without saying much. What at first glance
seems to be just another fancy collection of
images from a quiet, forgotten corner of
Madurai, slowly unfolds into an experience
that touches you deep within. It makes you
pause and truly appreciate the richness of
Bharat’s forgotten history.

Their voices span centuries, the mouthpiece of a civilization that continues to thrive even today.

Adwaith Praveen Nair | IB I YEAR, CIRS 

Looking at this book gave me a new take on
history: sometimes, it can still live in the
subtle textures of worn pillars in a
ceremonial hall in Madurai. For the Pudhu
Mandapam, and others like it, are not just
relics of a dead past. Rather, they are living
archives of memory, identity and culture
that we must revere. Emanating from
ancient stone, their voices span centuries,
the mouthpiece of a civilization that
continues to thrive even today.  

Built in 1635 in the heart of Madurai,
alongside the famous Meenakshi Temple,
the Pudhu Mandapam was originally
conceived as a ceremonial hall. Today, it lies
decrepit and abandoned, ghosts of its
illustrious past dormant amongst its ornate
carvings. But as I flipped through the pages
of the book, I saw more than just the stones
and structures of a people lost to time; I was
able to see their very lives, emotions, and
stories. Whether real or surreal, I cannot say.
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HOPE 

IN A

HARD

PLACE
Vaidehi Murarka | IB II YEAR, CIRS 
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FROM FORK
TO FINGERS
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Avika Mundra | IB 1 YEAR, CIRS 

Rhythm bounces off the walls
As anklets echo the tabla’s call.

The music nestles the mighty beat
That nimble footsteps easily meet.

Mudras spread like powerful wings
Around the music of golden strings.

In the elegant flick of a wrist
Through the hands of the artist.

Not just mere passion or poise 
But the entire world’s joys.

This is the vibrant taalam of dance. . .
The eternal rhythm of poetry in motion.
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THAN STORIES
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“Though there was such a huge generation gap, we
never felt awkward interacting with them. The session
was ever-engaging and interesting”, added Moksh
Surana of Class 12. They even promised to return and
conduct more such sessions for us. On the other hand,
Neev Jain of Class 12 felt that he could have gotten
more from the session had they delved deeper into
career prospects related to accountancy. In conclusion,
we would like to express our gratitude to our teacher,
Dr. Rashmi P., for working tirelessly to give us this
amazing opportunity. The knowledge that we have
gained from this session has been invaluable in helping
us connect more with the subject of accountancy. 
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This photo essay has been compiled using
submissions from the photographers of the
International Press Corps. It is a testament to the
finest standards of journalism they demonstrated
over the course of the event. #WeAreChaos

The Delegate of Iran responds to an accusation during
the DISEC crisis. The ferocity with which he defends
his lost cause is plain to see, particularly as this was
after his country was revealed to have orchestrated
bombings across the world. Photo by Shresth K.

The Delegate of Iran from UNODC, gives a fiery
reaction in UNWOMEN. Accusations flew and
tempers flared as the committee raced to find a
solution. Photo by Malini K.

MUN
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A UNODC delegate reads the top secret Advisory from
the World Health Organization (WHO) during the
committee’s crisis. This paper hit the Abolitionists’
plans for victory hard by implicating them in an anti-
WHO cover-up. Photo by Sanjay S.

The Delegate of the US reconsiders life choices after
being taken captive on what was supposed to be only a
“visit to the washroom”. Upon being returned to the
committee, he proceeded to tear into the countries
responsible with a vengeance. Photo by: Malini K.

Journalists of the International Press Corps in action
during the DISEC committee session. Their relentless,
point-blank questioning left delegates at a loss for words
many a time during the 2 days of the conference. 
Photo by Nehaa S.
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THE TIGER’S

- In memory of  Valmik Thapar

Aniruddha Koganti | IB I YEAR, CIRS 
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The Price we
pay
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