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While this may seem like unnecessary rambling over a few prefixes, I urge you to think about what this results
in. It is now a very real possibility that we may see a class of Indians who know and admire ‘Lord’ Hastings, but
will throw around the name ‘Shivaji’ without the ‘Chhatrapati’ or ‘Maharaj’, as though he was just another one
of the bejeweled puppets that were conquered by the British. 

If this is not sufficient, then allow me to illustrate with another example. 

Battles, many times, define the course of history. An account of a
nation’s battles may instill a fervent patriotism in the reader;
alternately, it can also jettison his existing patriotism by feeding
defeatist poisons into his psyche. This, unfortunately, seems to be the
exact mission of our textbook makers. Let us now examine the
“accurate” depictions of wars during the colonial period. 
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Dear readers, 

Hari Om! 

My previous article had outlined the concept of ideological conversion. It is my humble request for you all to
read the editorial of the previous issue, so you may better grasp the contents of this one. 

I had signed off with a spirited attempt at positing the dangers of ideological conversion to our nation, and
implied their use, by certain ill-meaning aliens, to control the modern Bharatiya. This editorial will contain a few
examples of the same, to paint a picture of the merciless scale at which this conversion occurs. 

Our first destinations in this investigation are schools. Students (no different from the ones at the restaurant
table in the previous article) flock in staggering hordes to these brick-and-mortar hunks in the pursuit of
learning, only to gorge upon volumes and volumes of intentionally altered knowledge. Nowhere better is this
phenomenon highlighted than in the so-called ‘history’ textbooks. A simple glance at the very index page tells
us all that we need to know.

The first page is concerning by itself; one would look
at the index and assume that Bharat’s entire story
was confined to Delhi and Mongolia (where the
Mughals originated from). But there are still more
irreverent examples to come. 

How does one go about removing a population from
its inherently glorious culture? Well, it begins with a
subtle tarnishing of Indian role models, while
simultaneously varnishing those of the colonizing
country. Observe what follows. 

The Dangers We 

Do not See, part ii

THE EDITORIAL
ADITHYAN DIWAKAR VIDYA
CROSSROADS EDITORIAL TEAM ‘25

general be given the same reverence as the local dumpster. And yet, this disregard
is rampant in the pages of our much-adored history textbooks. 

Now, while on the one hand we have an indifferent address of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, we see a flagrant dishing-out of titles and honorifics to the British
overlords.

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is an emperor worth looking up to by every
man, woman and child in Bharat. He is nothing short of a God to the
Maratha people. Naming him without his honorifics, that is to say, simply
calling him “Shivaji”, would be considered utterly blasphemous by any
true Maratha. Our history textbooks, however, seem to be indifferent. 

Such an address is, to say the least, outrageous. If there were ever to be a
fool that would go on the streets of Nasik or Pune and invoke “Shivaji”
without his titles, he would be summarily flung out of the state, and in 
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1907 Punjab unrest
Amara Sullia rebellion
Amko Simko massacre
Anglo-Khasi War
Babbar Akali movement
Bastar rebellion
Battle of Kikrüma
Chittagong Armoury raid
Christmas Day plot
Coolie-Begar movement
Cotiote war
Eram massacre
Ghadar movement
Ghadar mutiny
Indigo revolt
Kallara-Pangode struggle 
Kakori train robbery
Kalmyk project 
Khaksar movement 
Khudai Khidmatgar
Malabar rebellion
Munshiganj Raebareli massacre
Mandi conspiracy 
Paika rebellion
Pajhota agitation
Prajha Mandal’s agitations in Himachal
Prajha Mandal’s agitations in Orissa
Polygar War I 
Polygar War II
Qissa Khwani massacre
Royal Indian Navy mutiny
Silk Letter movement
Spin Tangi massacre

Such an account would give any reader the idea that the sole reason for Bharat’s existence was to be
conquered and thrown around like a ragdoll by the privileged colonial hands. Yet, a proper analysis of the past
yields different results. 

What you see above is just a meager speck amidst the vast
swathes of rebellion against the British. Mutiny after mutiny,
massacre after massacre, and yet, all that we read about are
the Plasseys and Buxars of colonial victory. 

So it is no great surprise that we today see aspiring young
Bharatiyas who address the suited white man of the past as
‘Lord’ but fail to afford the same respect to the Chhatrapatis
and Maharajas, who worship the culture of suits and ties, and
who think of their homeland as nothing more than a colonial
doormat. This is the true venom of ideological conversion. We
have seen a small dosage here, in the schools of modern India.
But there is still worse to come. Stay alert. Stay aware. 

Hari Om!

Issue No. 21 Crossroads
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Nityam Pasari | XI MGMT, CIRS 

Kick-starting the session with a fascinating game
of mock-poker to illustrate the topic, the students
of the Youth Economics Initiative (YEI) club
explained to us the focus of their session on the
evening of 17th January: The Economics of
Gambling and Game Theory. Relating the theory to
the smallest of decisions such as playing rock,
paper, scissors, to the greatest of dilemmas like
nuclear warfare, they showed us that this theory
finds application in all fields! Soon, we got down to
brass tacks and took a deep dive into the exciting
fields of gambling and game theory. 

At the outset, many of us thought of gambling in
casinos and over online platforms as an easy way
of making money. There is always a rush of
adrenaline that pushes us to play further when we
think of how big we may win in the next round.
However, this belief was completely destroyed
thanks to the startling facts about gambling that
the session brought to light. As it turns out, the
odds are always stacked against you, and there is
hardly a chance of you even recovering the money
you originally invested into the game, much less
earning more. Ultimately, we learnt that casinos
and digital gambling spaces are hugely profitable
businesses that earn crores out of fooling ignorant
customers who fall for the cheap thrills of the
roulette wheel and poker tables. 

Then the topic shifted to insurance companies.
Here, we were in for yet another jaw-dropping
revelation. Much to our surprise, we understood
that even taking an insurance policy is akin to
gambling. Confused? We were too. In this scenario,
insurance companies are betting on us to stay
healthy. In reality, the odds are against us meeting
with an accident, and it is really the insurance
companies that earn a huge profit by collecting
hefty insurance premiums from us month after
month. 

The second half of the session focused on game
theory. To put it simply, game theory states that all
the decisions that you take in any situation will be
interdependent on the decisions of your opponent.
For example, while playing a hand of poker, it is the
subconscious application of game theory that
makes you choose between betting big or folding.
This decision dictates whether you win the bet or
end up losing all you have. To understand this
concept better, we played a few games such as
the popular Prisoner’s Dilemma that forced us to
use game theory to think on our feet to win. These
were highly interesting and informative activities
that helped us internalize the applications of game
theory more effectively. 

As we came to the end of the forum, we wound up
with an action-packed question-answer session
that had students asking some tough questions on
the ethics of gambling to the organizers. This
debate made the topic much more relatable, and
frequently put students in the hot seat as they
scrambled to counter a point. This session taught
us a lot about the truth behind gambling that will
definitely aid us in making informed decisions in
the future. The mind-blowing exploration of game
theory is also something that we will put to good
use in our day to day lives. A big shoutout to the YEI
team for organizing this enriching session for all of
us, and teaching us so much in such a fun way
throughout the entire forum.
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संभवतः कु छ लोग अब यह सुनकर इतना
विस्मित हो गए होंगे कि यह समझना उनके
लिये कठिन हो गया हैʱ उदाहरणस्वरुप सिंधु
सरस्वतिbig सभ्यता जिसका एक विशाल
भाग पाकिस्तान के  शासकीय क्षेत्र में आता
है किन्तु यह सभ्यता भारतीय चेतना का
अभिन्न अङ्ग है, अतः हमारे हीन्दु राष्ट्र का
अङ्ग हैʱ तथा कम्बोडीया का अंकोर वाट
मन्दिर जो ना ही भारतीय राजकीय क्षेत्र का
अङ्ग है और ना ही भारत के  अखंड स्वरूप
में आने वाले किसी क्षेत्र में आता है किन्तु
आज भी हमारे भारतीय चेतना तथा
सांस्कृ तिक गौरव का पाषाण स्वरूप है अतः
इस भारत राष्ट्र का अङ्ग है  वर्षों तक देश में
तथा राजकीय क्षेत्रों में म्लेच्छ शासन के
कारण हमारा राष्ट्र तथा हमारी राष्ट्रानुभूत
चेतना का बल क्षीण तो हुआ है किन्तु हमारा
राष्ट्र नष्ट नहीं जो इसके  निर्माण अन्यथा पिता
( राष्ट्रपिता आदि संबोधन ) की
आवश्यकता होʱ आचार्य कौटिल्य विष्णुगुप्त
चाणक्य का कथन है कि एक राष्ट्र तब तक
पराजित नहीं होता जब तक वह अपनी
संस्कृ ति तथा सभ्यता का संरक्षण कर सके
जो भारत ने भारत गणराज्य मे कियाʱ
 

अत׀ यह महान राष्ट्र अभी पराजित नहीं हुआ
तथा कभी पराधीन नहीं हुआ अपितु दुर्बल
हुआ है  अतः आवश्यकता है कि प्रत्येक
व्यक्ति राष्ट्रीय चेतना की ज्योति धर्मानुशासन
तथा वेद सम्मत पद्धति को पुनः अपने
चिन्तन तथा व्यवहार मे दैदीप्यमान करे|
यदि प्रत्येक जन इस राष्ट्र की पुनरुन्नति के
लिये प्रयासरत हो जावे , यदि युवा इस
परम्परा के  संरक्षण हेतु तत्पर होवे तो ही इस
राष्ट्र का पुनरोदय होगाʱ सहस्रदीधिति भारत
का पतन नहीं हुआ, के वल यह मलेच्छ
अतिक्रमणों के  कारण मेघों में छिपा हुआ हैʱ
अब के वल आवश्यकता है कि कृ त्ति, ज्ञान,
राष्ट्रप्रेम, स्वाभिमान तथा धर्मालम्बन की
रश्मियों से इन मेघों को चीर पुनः पृथ्वी को
जौज्वल्यमान करेंʱ भासमान भारत का उदय
के वल जन–जन के  निज प्रयासों से तथा 

राष्ट्र  पु ǰरोǬǻ हे तु  ǝǰ ǝǰ का Ųह्वाǰ

–प्रत्येक जनमानस को म्लेच्छकृ त हीनताओं
से अनाच्छादित कर ही संभव है ʱ अत :
जन जन का अब आह्वान है, इस भारत
राष्ट्र तथा देश बने भव्य बनाने के  लियेʱ यह
भारत राष्ट्र तथा देश भव्य बनेʱ
 

यह ज्योति है चेतना जो अग्नि अनादि काल
से है दैदीप्यमाना ʱ 

 

करना इसे है निज-निज तन-मन में
ज्वल्यमाना ʱ ʱ 

न होगा यह राष्ट्र पराजित कभी आतताई
मेघों से ʱ 

 चीर घनजलदों को चेतरश्मि से, भारत मा
होगी भासमानʱʱ 

मङ्गगलाचरण 

आर्याणां च असौ माता हरिपदैरलङ्कृ ता ʱ 
 वेदस्तुता महाधात्री भारतगां नमाम्यहमा ʲ 
 

विषय- राष्ट्र पुनरोदय हेतु जन जन का
आह्वान ʱ 

 राष्ट्रʱ यह शब्द सुना हुआ होने पर भी
जनमानस के  लिए अज्ञात ही हैʱ कोई राष्ट्र
को, देश वा भूखण्ड समझता है, कोई इसे
संविधान द्वारा स्थापित विधि अन्यथा
प्रशासनʱ किन्तु राष्ट्र शब्द तो अपौरुषेय
श्रुतीयों में यजुर्वेद का शब्द है, वह काल
का शब्द है, जिस काल में न भौगोलिक
सीमाएँ थी और न ही राजकीय प्रशासन
क्योंकि ‘राष्ट्र’ की प्रतिकल्पना ही सनातन
हैʱ एक देश तथा भूखण्ड के  रूप मे भारत
अपने अखण्ड स्वरूप अफगानिस्तान,
पाकिस्तान, भारतीय गणराज्य
‘म्यानमार’, बंगलादेश, तिब्बत, नेपाल
आदि क्षेत्रो का भौगोलिक स्वरूप हैʱ 

तथा एक राज्य के  रूप में भारतीय
गणराज्य जो भारतीय संविधान तथा उसके
द्वारा प्रतिपादित विधि और प्रशासन ही
भारत है  किन्तु एक राष्ट्र के  रूप में भारत
एक चेतना है  स्वभाव है, एक विश्वास है,
एक अति सभ्य संस्कृ ति तथा आदर्शों  पर
अडिग रहने का साहस हैʱ
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COSMOS
WHERE SCIENCE COMES ALIVE
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