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THE DANGERS WE

DO NOT SEE, PART Il

Dear readers,
Hari Om!

My previous article had outlined the concept of ideological conversion. It is my humble request for you all to
read the editorial of the previous issue, so you may better grasp the contents of this one.

| had signed off with a spirited attempt at positing the dangers of ideological conversion to our nation, and
implied their use, by certain ill-meaning aliens, to control the modern Bharatiya. This editorial will contain a few
examples of the same, to paint a picture of the merciless scale at which this conversion occurs.

Our first destinations in this investigation are schools. Students (no different from the ones at the restaurant
table in the previous article) flock in staggering hordes to these brick-and-mortar hunks in the pursuit of
learning, only to gorge upon volumes and volumes of intentionally altered knowledge. Nowhere better is this
phenomenon highlighted than in the so-called ‘history’ textbooks. A simple glance at the very index page tells
us all that we need to know.

\5 The first page is concerning by itself; one would look
at the index and assume that Bharat’s entire story
was confined to Delhi and Mongolia (where the
Mughals originated from). But there are still more
irreverent examples to come.

How does one go about removing a population from

its inherently glorious culture? Well, it begins with a

subtle tarnishing of Indian role models, while
Hg simultaneously varnishing those of the colonizing
\ country. Observe what follows.
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Such an account would give any reader the idea that the sole reason for Bharat’s existence was to be
conguered and thrown around like a ragdoll by the privileged colonial hands. Yet, a proper analysis of the past
yields different results.

* 1907 Punjab unrest

e« Amara Sullia rebellion

e Amko Simko massacre

» Anglo-Khasi War

» Babbar Akali movement

e Bastar rebellion

« Battle of Kikrima

e Chittagong Armoury raid
e Christmas Day plot

e Coolie-Begar movement
e Cotiote war

e Eram massacre

* Ghadar movement

¢ Ghadar mutiny

¢ Indigo revolt

» Kallara-Pangode struggle
» Kakori train robbery

¢ Kalmyk project

+ Khaksar movement

o Khudai Khidmatgar

* Malabar rebellion

¢ Munshiganj Raebareli massacre
« Mandi conspiracy

+ Paika rebellion

» Pajhota agitation

e Prajha Mandal’s agitations in Himachal
* Prajha Mandal’s agitations in Orissa
o Polygar War |

» Polygar War |l

¢ Qissa Khwani massacre

¢ Royal Indian Navy mutiny
e Silk Letter movement

e Spin Tangi massacre
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Kick-starting the session with a fascinating game
of mock-poker to illustrate the topic, the students
of the Youth Economics Initiative (YEI) club
explained to us the focus of their session on the
evening of 17th January: The Economics of
Gambling and Game Theory. Relating the theory to
the smallest of decisions such as playing rock,
paper, scissors, to the greatest of dilemmas like
nuclear warfare, they showed us that this theory
finds application in all fields! Soon, we got down to
brass tacks and took a deep dive into the exciting
fields of gambling and game theory.

At the outset, many of us thought of gambling in
casinos and over online platforms as an easy way
of making money. There is always a rush of
adrenaline that pushes us to play further when we
think of how big we may win in the next round.
However, this belief was completely destroyed
thanks to the startling facts about gambling that
the session brought to light. As it turns out, the
odds are always stacked against you, and there is
hardly a chance of you even recovering the money
you originally invested into the game, much less
earning more. Ultimately, we learnt that casinos
and digital gambling spaces are hugely profitable
businesses that earn crores out of fooling ignorant
customers who fall for the cheap thrills of the
roulette wheel and poker tables.
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Then the topic shifted to insurance companies.
Here, we were in for yet another jaw-dropping
revelation. Much to our surprise, we understood
that even taking an insurance policy is akin to
gambling. Confused? We were too. In this scenario,
insurance companies are betting on us to stay
healthy. In reality, the odds are against us meeting
with an accident, and it is really the insurance
companies that earn a huge profit by collecting
hefty insurance premiums from us month after
month.

The second half of the session focused on game
theory. To put it simply, game theory states that all
the decisions that you take in any situation will be
interdependent on the decisions of your opponent.
For example, while playing a hand of poker, it is the
subconscious application of game theory that
makes you choose between betting big or folding.
This decision dictates whether you win the bet or
end up losing all you have. To understand this
concept better, we played a few games such as
the popular Prisoner’s Dilemma that forced us to
use game theory to think on our feet to win. These
were highly interesting and informative activities
that helped us internalize the applications of game
theory more effectively.

As we came to the end of the forum, we wound up
with an action-packed question-answer session
that had students asking some tough questions on
the ethics of gambling to the organizers. This
debate made the topic much more relatable, and
frequently put students in the hot seat as they
scrambled to counter a point. This session taught
us a lot about the truth behind gambling that will
definitely aid us in making informed decisions in
the future. The mind-blowing exploration of game
theory is also something that we will put to good
use in our day to day lives. A big shoutout to the YElI
team for organizing this enriching session for all of
us, and teaching us so much in such a fun way
throughout the entire forum.

NITYAM PASARI | XI MGMT, CIRS
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MRIGRA] JALAN | ALUMNUS, CIRS
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COSMOS

WHERE SCIENCE COMES ALIVE

KRISHNAV DEORAH | GRADE 9, CIRS

For the uninitiated, the aim of the Cosmos Club in
CIRS is to improve the thinking ability of the student
body and ignite the spark of curiosity within their
minds. In simple language, Cosmos is a place for all
the students who want to experience learning in a
completely different way. When we read our names
on the lists put up in the dorms, we felt as though we
were the smartest people in the world. We arrived
for the first session with minds racing at full creative
potential and hearts bursting with enthusiasm to
learn. All of us were slightly skeptical about the club
at first, but any such doubts were quickly put to rest
by the energetic and enriching introductory session.

Now let me give you a sneak peek into the fun-filled
activities we had. In one session we faced challenges
at various stations that we were supposed to
complete and learned several skills along the way. All
this gave us amazing hands-on experience that we
would never have found in a classroom.
Undoubtedly, our favorite activity was the Zombie
Apocalypse. It involved us learning how to fashion
weapons using stones and sticks and clothes using
banana leaves! After finishing the obstacle course,
the real cherry on top was cooking an apple with the
first fuel we found - gunpowder! Ultimately, the
activities we undertook may have only been
hypothetical situations but the knowledge we have
gained through them will surely help us in the future.
Even if it is something as simple as lighting a fire
while on a trek, we can assure you that we will be the
best at it.

Personally, Cosmos has left a very positive impact on
me. It has empowered me to look at scenarios and
resources in a completely different manner. A
perspective that | would never have experienced had
| not joined Cosmos. | would urge the next batch of
students to join this club because it teaches you
more than just the skill of creative thinking, it shows
you a new way of life.

To all those wondering why they should join this club
if they are not planning to pursue Science in higher
classes, | have a simple answer.

When you are out in the field with no knowledge of
how you can possibly make anything function, it is
the quality of undying curiosity that Cosmos teaches
that will act as a spark for your creative fire to burn.

Cosmos wasn’t started to create scientists. It was
built to cultivate a questioning attitude in the young
minds of the students of CIRS. It has forged a new
generation of independent thinkers with the
capability to challenge anything and everything in
their quest for excellence. Attending Cosmos’
sessions have taught us many things. But above all,
we have learnt that, whatever we do, it is never the
result, but the process that is more important. It is
this flame of knowledge and this spark of curiosity
that we pledge to carry forward in our minds from
this point onwards.
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RAYAN SINDOL | IB I YEAR, CIRS

Trends catch on like wildfire in
this dynamic and ever-evolving
generation, with social media
serving as the primary channel for
the trade of these ideas. In this
modern era, people’s thoughts
cannot be controlled or governed
for the purpose of exchanging
ideas, and a significant segment
of these influential platforms is
art. Many creators share their
work, journeys and experiences
on social media; which millions of
people, both adults and children
alike, view. However, is it solely
beneficial, or can there be
negative impacts? For instance,
let’s take the example of my
friend Ajay. Ajay’s currently in a
good mood, feeling creative,

and wants to sketch and paint
something. He immediately opens
Pinterest and starts browsing
through ideas and references.
Eventually he settles on a lovely
hillside composition. After
gathering his materials, he takes
his supplies and sits down to make
a quick sketch before applying a
wash of watercolours.

This scenario can be interpreted in
many ways; one interpretation
could be that he got to learn a new
technique, fulfilled his desire to
paint, and practiced his craft by
creating a new piece. All while also
supporting the original creator by
following his work and liking his
pieces; in fact, he could also pose

as a potential buyer. This scenario
also provides the original creators
with business opportunities, idea
sharing and expanding their fan
base. These artists can connect
with like-minded individuals,
collaborate on projects and
receive feedback from a
supportive community. Social
media has also made it easier for
content creators from
distinguished backgrounds to
share their work on a global
platform. Now Ajay assumes that
he is a good painter, which is true,
but he identifies himself as an
ARTIST, which is partially wrong.
This then leads us to question
who an artist is.
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Literally, the definition is: A person who creates art
(such as a painting, sculpture, music or writing) using
conscious skill and creative imagination. Coming back
to Ajay’s story, his art is definitely his own version with

. variations and not the original production. Enter the
second interpretation: Where this process is not
beneficial on the societal or the individual level. Ajay
completely loses his originality and creativity and
forgets the true purpose that his art holds - to express
his thoughts and ideas through this medium.

) As we have seen above, this also impacts the person

*)' on the other side of the screen. One can see an
overwhelming competition among creators, all trying
to be unique in their own ways. But all are ultimately
crushed by the sheer volume of such content found on
social media. In such an age, one cannot help but
forget the true purpose of art in pursuit of mere
aesthetics of the piece, and neglect to add their own
meaning and significance to it.

The art of self expression is lost in a void of online
forums and creativity has vanished in the blink of an
eye. This is just the start of this era but this situation is
still in our hands. Still think that this is a small thing
which cannot hurt any soul? Wrong.

The historic artworks, that pave their way from mere
cave illustrations to the contemporary masterworks
like photorealism and abstract impressionism, have
tremendously contributed in shaping today's world.
Earlier, art was a medium for story telling and did not
confine itself to plain eye appeal or aesthetic value, but
to also the story it narrates. The numerous
interpretations, perspectives, ideas, expressions and
styles have come down to a narrow slit of originality.

So, what can we, as individuals do to change this trend
and save art from evolving in this direction? From now
on, everyone anytime you come across a cool image of
your favorite character from any series or animation
and you want to bring it to life on paper, stop yourself
and think for a second, how can you turn this into your
original piece or just start drawing and create a doodle
and slowly and you will keep improving by trying out
new styles and genres. You will only get better by
practice and practice alone. No one can become a Da
Vinci or Van Gogh in one day. But remember that never
at the cost of originality.
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